Atlas of the breeding birds of the region around Zeitz (Saxony-Anhalt)

The following atlas documents the dispersion and the frequency of the breeding birds in a region called
Zeitzer Land, which is the western part of the Altenburg-Zeitz Midlands. Continuing the ,,Atlas of the
breeding birds of the region around Altenburg - Kohren* (published in 1999 in ,,Mauritiana“, volume
17, first issue) the following atlas completes the qualitative and quantitative avifaunistic analysis of the
nature in Middle Germany, which is the southernmost part of Saxony-Anhalt and situated next to Thu-
ringia and Saxony.

Between 1999 and 2003 eleven ornithologists from three German federal states recorded 128 species
of breeding birds by applying standardised methodologies on 450 grid sections with a size of 100 hec-
tares each. Another seven species were presumed to be breeding. Of these 135 species 52 were regar-
ded as non-passerines and 83 as passerines.

Skylark (Alauda arvensis), chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs) and blackbird (Turdus merula) were the
most widely spread species with skylark showing the highest degree of dispersion, as the area is domi-
nated by agricultural land.

The general section of the atlas introduces the area worked on as one which is dominated by agricul-
ture and lignite open-cast mines. Additionally, the methodology of the mapping is explained. 126 distri-
bution maps present data of the dispersion and the frequency of the breeding birds as well as comments
on the habitat, the density of population and some endangering facts. Another nine species with a rather
small number of breeding pairs or individuals are described without being shown on the map.

The following analysis of the results especially discusses the distributional structures of single spe-
cies and the number of species per grid section (recorded maximum 71 species per km?). This analysing
part additionally includes a qualification of the breeding birds according to BEzzEL (1980) and compa-
res the results of the Zeitz region to those of the Altenburg region. 23 (17,1 %) of the recorded species
are registered on the Redlist of Saxony-Anhalt (issue 2004) and 19 (14,1 %) are on the Redlist of Ger-
many (issue 2002). At least one and at maximum nine Red-List-species were breeding on 412 (91,6 %)
of the 450 grid sections during the mapping period.

80 publications on the local and regional avifauna were used to discuss and characterise the results of
the atlas. A relevant reference list and a register of the species are at the end of the atlas.
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